LETTERS FROM SAMOA                in
the verandah. The pit from' which the earth was taken was covered over with a tarpaulin to keep it tolerably dry; but it was wet enough, in spite of this, to make a horrible mess of everything and every one. All yesterday the work went on, and the present * burst' will be finished to-day, but I fancy more seeds are still expected. I think 250 plants have been set out already, and there are more than 2000 on the verandahs in different stages of growth, so you can realise something of the labour; we have hired a whole village, about halfway to Apia, to make baskets at one cent apiece, with a Chili dollar and a tin of beef for carrying up each lot of five hundred baskets. The beef is a great treat, I believe, and is said to be much better than any that they can ordinarily buy.
The people here are now discovering that Louis writes, as the Bottle-Imp is coming out in the native paper, having been translated by Mr.
C------.    It  is much appreciated, but  leads  to
some curious results; for instance, the house described in it somewhat resembles ours, and a good many of the natives suspect that Mr. Stevenson has the * bottle * himself. Again,
when Mr. C------ got in the list of subscriptions
for the May-meeting, he was surprised to find a half-dollar entered to the name of the heroine of the story, and on making inquiries he found it was borne by a baby of the mature age of six weeks, who had been called after Lou's heroine !